wrote her a long letter in which he posed a question in the
Spanish manner and then proceeded to answer it.

* * Which of the two/* so ran the question, " is most in-
jurious to the well being of the fair sex, either to abandon
themselves wholly to their inclinations or to follow all
the dictates of virtue? "

He described for her the drab fate of nuns who had no
fervent religious emotions, adding:

ft A melancholy life this, dear sister, to be obliged for
custom's sake to mourn for a sin one has not committed at
the very time one begins to have a desire to commit it/*

Comparing judicially the practical advantage of chastity
and frailty, he reached the conclusion:

** Happy is the woman who knows how to behave her-
self discreetly without checking her inclination! For as
'tis scandalous to love beyond moderation, so 'tis a great
mortification for a woman to pass her life without one
amour. Do not too severely reject temptations, which in
this country offer themselves with more modesty than is
required, even in a virgin, to hearken to them. Yield, there-
fore, to the sweets of temptation Instead of consulting
your pride/*

Whether as a result of such sage counsel or in pursuance
of the girl's own plans, the French Ambassador's fears
were at last definitely soothed. The court had gone to
Euston for the races and during a party in Arlington's
house a mock marriage between Charles and Louise di-
verted the entire company save only the sober Mr. Evelyn,
who did not attend the ceremonies although he recorded
that " the fair lady was bedded one of these nights and the
stocking flung after the manner of a married bride; I
acknowledge she was for the most part in her undress all
day, and that there was fondness and toying with that